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Reflections on the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Pageant
by Iain Jamieson, past Vice Chairman of the Moray Gig:
It was a very pleasant surprise that I discovered I had been elected for the Pageant
crew. I felt very honoured to be part of ‘making history’. From start to finish this
was one of my most memorable life experiences. The lead in to the event was
extremely well planned and executed and I felt very well briefed on what to expect. The winter and spring training
programme went well and as a consequence, the 14 mile row on the day was well within my capabilities. Rowing a
distance like that following our expert stroke oar, Gavin Sim, was a really good learning experience.
Being on the water amidst such a colourful spectacle with so many
different boats was truly awesome. Every type of boat imaginable that
could be rowed or paddled was on the water on Sunday 3rd June:
skiffs, surf boats, gondolas, Maori canoes, two person row boats,
kayaks, gigs; boats of every size and shape; boats of every colour;
craft powered by one person to craft powered by 20 people; people
standing; people sitting; people kneeling and lots of shouts, laughter
and encouragement.
The Gig put on a good rowing display. Gary Hunt coxed the boat
exceptionally well and we held a good line mid river without any
mishaps. The river was crowded and so the pace fluctuated as we had
to manoeuvre around or pass other boats. Passing under the bridges
was particularly thrilling as we got a huge lift from the cheering crowds
– in fact the crowds cheered everyone down the whole length of the 5
mile stretch. I now know what a million people looks like! Folk lined
the bank from 3 miles upstream of the start to two miles down stream
of the finish. They were many rows deep in places, on balconies, on
walls; just people everywhere.
The heavens opened just as we rowed under Tower Bridge near the
finish but we kept going for the final 4 mile stretch to our get-out point
near Canary Wharf. There we encountered a mêlée of boats being
taken off the water and, guess what, the three Atlantic Challenge Gigs
were last to be recovered so by that time some of us were very cold.
However spirits remained high; that is, until we got to the jetty to board
the water taxi. Alas, there was no taxi, so there were some ‘strong’
conversations with one of the Pageant stewards and a taxi eventually
arrived by which time we were really cold. We boarded and with a wee
dram or two we gently ploughed our way back to the campsite arriving
at 10.30pm. Mark had ensured that everything was organised for hot
food and drinks, so we duly ate and drank and finally retired to tents
for a well earned rest. The campsite was extremely well organised by
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Mark Ellis and his support made a very significant contribution to
everyone’s well-being and morale. The land based crew were just as
much part of it all and we did spot them on bridges here and there. It was also really enjoyable being in the company
of the younger members of the crew. They were great fun, easy to
chat to and very motivated indeed. As always with organising an event
like this, there is a lot of backroom work and this must not go unnoticed.
Gary worked tirelessly with assistance from others to organise the
sponsorship, the uniforms (which were very smart and comfortable),
the land rover to tow the Gig and the van to carry all the camping kit,
the publicity and marketing, the maintenance to the trailer, all the
emails to keep us informed, the pageant passports and more. Gig
caps off to Gary for a superb effort and for leading us so well before
during and after the event.
Administration of Moray Gig outings is carried out at the Elgin Youth Cafe. Tel: 01343 548500 E-mail: gig@elginyouthcafe.org

Gary Hunt (Coxswain) wrote:
What a privilege to be part of this amazing
day on the Thames and to be part of the
Pageant. My lasting impressions are of the
colourful, organised chaos on the River
Thames; of passing under each of London's
bridges but especially looking up at Tower
Bridge; of being, in my opinion, the smartest boat and best
crew on the river; of seeing friends in their boats & skiffs; of
overlapping oar blades between boats; of being 4 or 5
abreast as we passed under a bridge to find that there was only space for 2 abreast the other side; the roar of the
crowd; Joan Wilmot's excitement to see her family on the shore; the wonderful patience of the camp site and river
organisers and helpers. But perhaps the most vivid memory is the performance of the crew after over 7 hours on the
river rowing into a headwind and the rain. They boated oars faultlessly as we approached the jetty and squeezed
into a narrow gap between many skiffs. The comment from the Beach Marshal " That was good" summed-up for me
what a great team there was in Bien Trouvé.
Lizzie Owen (18) wrote:
After all the hard work and preparation that went into the Pageant,
nothing could have prepared me for rowing down the Thames. It
was truly a once in a lifetime opportunity and to be surrounded by
crew-mates and thousands of other boats looked on by the
Queen is mind blowing. I am eternally grateful for everyone who
helped pull the event together and I will never forget it!
Dougie Brown (21) wrote:
My experience of rowing in the Queen’s Pageant was one of immense pride for representing both
Moray and Scotland. It really was a once in a lifetime experience, the grandeur of which made it feel
almost surreal at times. None of this would have been possible without the months of hard work and
dedication by Gary and the rest of the Moray Gig team. I have a great deal of gratitude for them.
Laura Ellis (16) wrote:
Throughout the whole pageant there was an overwhelming sense of unity in the city as the crowds
cheered the rowers on. Even before the Pageant had started there were masses of people on the
banks waiting for a glimpse of the boats and it was especially encouraging hearing the cheers from
the stacks of balconies all packed full of people when we were nearing the end of the long row.
Below is Bien Trouvé passing under Tower Bridge. Congratulations to all from David Byatt, Hon President, for a magnificent effort.
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