Moray Gig Newsletter
Issue No. 43

www.moraygig.com

August 2016

Success in Denmark
In July, eight members of the Moray Gig crew (see over)
joined the GB crew in the Atlantic Challenge International
Contest of Seamanship at Roskilde, Denmark.
Accommodated in the Danhostel beside the Viking ship
harbour and museum, they were trained for a week by
Gavin Sim and Ben Heaney, who had trained the team in
Findhorn last summer. For the contest itself, the team
moved into a school where they were fed and given a
classroom to camp in. There were 14 gigs in all, tied up in
different places round the harbour. The GB gig Intégrité is
in the centre of the photo to the left.

Gavin Sim (Trainer) said: “After training hard the GB
team dominated the sailing events but got unlucky with
some of the more technical events and finished in fourth
place overall. I think the team worked very well together
and should be proud of what they achieved as they
conducted themselves to a high standard both on and off
the water during their time in Denmark”.
Having been in the team four times since 2008, Gavin
(right) was not part of the GB team this year and watched
anxiously from the sidelines. He made himself useful in
many ways and was presented at the closing ceremony
with a T-shirt printed INTERNATIONAL CONSULTANT.
Mary Byatt went to Denmark to support the team and
witnessed them achieving three firsts in one day for
sailing events; a feat which has never been done before.

Lawrence and Oliver Clark wrote "It was a fantastic
experience which we enjoyed very much. The event is hard
going and difficult, but very rewarding and totally unique. To
meet so many people from all over the world and to work
together, sharing the challenges, was a great privilege.
After spending every minute of the day with the GB crew,
they began to feel like family, so it was sad to leave; but
we're totally addicted so no doubt we'll see them all in 2
years time".
Eliza Bonsall wrote “It was a great experience to be able
to build on our skills and challenge ourselves. We pushed
ourselves out of our comfort zone to gain the best results
we could. The contest was really well organised, with
Denmark being a fantastic host country”.

Ronan MacFarlane wrote "It was by far one of the
greatest experiences of my life. The contest itself was
incredible and really put to test the knowledge and skills
of every team. Every participant was highly experienced
and thus made the contest very challenging and
competitive. For me seeing such a number of gigs in one
place was really special - due to me having previously
seen only one on the water at a time. I had also never
seen these boats sailed or rowed in such a competitive or
impressive manner. The sight was truly impressive”.
Catherine Ellis said “We were given an incredibly warm
welcome. I was most impressed by the smooth
organisation of the week-long contest. The food and the
weather were both brilliant, making it an unforgettable
experience”. Catherine coxed the final 3 mile rowing race.
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Atlantic Challenge GB crew in Denmark
Back row: Lawrence Clark, Harry Poulson, ReubenThompson, Chris Harding, Ellie-May Watkins, Catherine Ellis
Middle row: Jade Colton, Douglas Shewry, Ollie Clark, Susannah Tissiman, Ben Heaney, Henry Bradbury
Front row: Amy Johnson, Yasmin Woodward, Ronan MacFarlane, Caitlin O’Neill, Ella Sutton, Eliza Bonsall
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Eight young people from Moray that competed in the AC GB crew in Denmark

